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finding its expression in the will to win and maintain a leading
position in international affairs. Admittedly, a thinly peopled
State of low total population has little or no opportunity of
becoming a Great Power. There may be an optimum popu-
lation in relation to the stage of development and the total
resources of the State, but there does not appear to be any
similar optimum for success in the struggle for hegemony in
world affairs. The leading States of the present time, U.S.S.R.,
U.S.A., Great Britain and France, reveal marked divergences in
numbers and density. Xo country has wielded more influence
in the world and for a longer period than Great Britain, yet its
total population has never exceeded fifty millions. This number
would be inadequate to utilize fully a territory the size of that
oftheU.S.S.R. or U.S.A.
Clearly, from the point of view of competing for a place
among the leading Powers, each State is unique in its endow-
ment of terrain, material resources, geographical location and
population. Its chief distinguishing human feature is the will
combined with the ability, that is, the quality, of its people,
and this represents a combination of biological and psycho-
logical attributes concerning which there are practically no
statistical data. Our views on the quality of both our co-
nationals and of other peoples are all too frequently coloured
by prejudices. This emotional attitude, all the more powerful
because it is usually not fully conscious, is undoubtedly inimical
to a rational and peaceful settlement of international population
problems. Its existence should be recognized by the political
geographer if only because it provides at least part of the
explanation of the means by which the leaders of certain States
have been able to win the support of their people in expan-
sionist activities.
Another important feature of demographic conditions is
that population numbers fluctuate for reasons that are not
always clear or ascertainable. Looking first at the wrorld as a
whole, its human inhabitants have shown an "unprecedented
expansion"1 in modern times or, to be more precise, between
1650 and 1933, and the termination of this process is not yet in
1 Carr-Saunders, op* cit.9 p, 42.